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without adequate supervision and control. The
Ministers had really no power over the officers work-
ing under them, for the Maharaja continued to be
his own Prime Minister till the disturbances broke out.
Yet he could not possibly attend to the volume of
routine that was submitted to him or to the larger
problems worked out by the several committees of
Ministers which he set up for deliberation and advice.
Last year, when the Round Table Conference
was holding its session in London, some of the
influential Moslem delegates showed considerable
concern in regard to the internal situation in Kashmir,
and even gave expression to opinions which caused an
alarm in the minds of their fellow Hindu delegates,
as if the whole agitation were due to a Pan-Islamic
Movement. In that connexion correspondence was
published in the British Press, and I then took
the opportunity, with the knowledge of the local
conditions in Kashmir, of removing this misappre-
hension, and published in the Manchester Guardian
a letter from which I may with advantage give the
following quotation:
"The Kashmir subjects of His Highness are the most
simple-minded and law-abiding people in the whole of
India. They are easily governed and have laboured for
centuries under the influence of the Kashmiri pandits,
whose brain dominated the affairs of every village m the
valley. The people are illiterate and economically
depressed. If there is any general dissatisfaction owing